
Pleurothallis breviscapa C. Sdtrcci ufurt It .sp . um . 
H erba parva, eaespitosa. R ad i<"es fibrosae , ernssae. 

Caules per breves, unifol iati. F oli utn angust e e ll i ptieu m 
,·c l obovato-oulongurn, valde <"ori:weu rn. Seapi t enues, 
quan1 toliutn rnulto brevi o res, uni- Yel biftori . S epal a lat e r­
alia li hera, ang ust e lanceolata, ft1leata. Sepalun1 do rsttl e 
laneeolato-oblong um vel e ll i ptico-ln.nceolatum. P etal a 
rnulto bre,·iora, n1inu te eiliolata. l.~abe l lutn o blaneeo la­
tll1n. ueutu n1 , prope basi rn lobul is rl cnt i form i bus prne­
ditunl. 

Plant stnall , eaesp itose , e piphyt ic, abo ut 3- 4 en1. 
high. R oot" fibroul.\, g labrous, nurnc rous. Sten1s very 
short, m onoph y ll ous, about 4 . .5- !) n1rn. lo ng, toncea leu 
by two tubular imbricating e n tneseent sheaths, n1ore o r 
less detumbent at base , erec·t or spreading . L eaf narrowl y 
obovate-oblong or narrowl y e1liptic , acute o r subacute, 
g raduall y narrowed to a scarcely petioled base, about 2 . 5-

3.3 c tn. long, 6- 7 111111. wide, very cori aceous, e rect, the 
n•id-ne tTe sui tate above and prornine nt beneath. I nflo­
rcs<'ences one to fo ur, about half as long as t he leaf, 1- or 
:l-fiowe red. P ed u nel e up to the lowest flower fi I ifo rn1, 
about ~ ern. long, apparently finely pubeseent. Flowers 
large for the plan t . Lateral sepals free, narrowl y la n<"eo­
late, fait-ate, about(), 2 mn1. long and 1. 2 nun. wide, aeute 
o r aeutn i nate, tl-nerved. D orsal sepal narrowly lan(·eo­
la.te-oblong to e llipt ic-laneeolate, about 6. 3 mtn. long and 
1 n11n . wide, ae ute, 3-ne n ·ed. P etals half as long as t he 
se pals, oblong o r e l lipti('-l anceo late, shor t ly a(·unl inat e, 
about 3.1 tntn. long and 1 111111. wide , 1-ne tT ed, finely 
ee llular-(' il iate exee pt near the base. l.~ i p obla nt eo lat e , 
aeu te, about :3 rnnL long including t he small linear elaw, 
1. :l tnrn . wide . wit h two oblong auri c·les at base parall e l 

[ 7D ] 



to the claw and with a pair of stnall spreading triang ular­
dentiform lobules near the buse, finely cellular-ciliate on 
the tnargin, 3-nerved wi t h t he lateraJ nerves extending 
only to the tniddle. Colun1n short , prov ided with a Tnem­
hranaeeous wing which is dil ated at base, rather abruptly 
dilated above the tniddle and tridentate at t he apex, about 
~ 111111. long on t he dorsal suri~lf'e. 

P/eu·rot!tallis breviscapa is apparently a lli ed to P. 
funcrea Cogn. , but differs in t he small er leaf, pubescent 
peduncles , 1- or ~-flowered intlores('enc·e, ciliolate petals 
nnd the presence of basal auricles on the lip. A drawing 
of this nutnber shows th ick leaves and wine-red flowers. 
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